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My name is Ashley Dreibelbis and, as many of you know, I am the principal of

Clarence Middle School. What you may not know is that, as a middle school

student, Mr. Douglas Kohler was a teacher I interacted with during his brief stint

in the learning center and during my time in the musicals. In fact, I unearthed

some documents this summer as I moved into the principal’s office and

discovered my mom and Doug were both members of the Middle School

Advisory Committee when the junior high was converted into the middle school

we know today. It is a special and full-circle moment for me to present this award

tonight.

Doug wears many hats- literally and figuratively. He is a historian, an educator,

coach, and director. What makes him unique is that he could be honored today

for his dedication, excellence, and legacy in each of those roles.

As a resident of Clarence for nearly 50 years, Doug has devoted his career to

preserving the history of his hometown, county, and country. He has served as a

board member for the Clarence Historical Society, The Hull House Family

Homestead and the Clarence Historical Preservation Commission. Doug was

instrumental in the planning of the Bicentennials for the Towns of Clarence and

Amherst, the Bi-National Commemoration of the War of 1812, and the 150th

Celebration of the Fenian Invasion. During these events, you will often see him,

quite literally, put on one of his many hats, during reenactments, parades and

public engagements, when he dresses as a soldier from the War of 1812.

Most recently, he was recognized for his contributions for the Erie County

Bicentennial Committee, writing the Buffalo history factoids for the billboards you

may have seen on the Kensington, leading the local history passport initiative,

and designing the Bicentennial Coin logo. He also curated the recently opened

“Continuum” Exhibit at the Buffalo History Museum, which will be a permanent

installment for the next 25 years. He was instrumental in planning the Fenian

Memorial in Black Rock, as well as the public memorial for Flight 3407 at the

Clarence Town Library.
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You may be familiar with the “Images of America” series, which are historical

books about towns and cities across America. If you visit the “Buffalo Store,” you

can find the book for Clarence, which Doug co-authored. He has also published

four books about each of the unique neighborhoods of Clarence: Clarence

Center, The Hollow, Swormville, and Harris Hill. He has written almost a dozen

articles for Western New York Heritage Magazine on such topics as the

Automobile Club of Buffalo, Dr. Cyrenius Chapin, and The Fenian Rebellion. He

is a popular guest speaker and tour guide throughout Erie County. If you’re lucky,

you can catch one of his walking tours this summer. He was honored by the

Clarence Chamber of Commerce in 2008 as “Citizen of the Year,” as well as

being a recipient of the Buffalo History Museum “Owen B Augsberger Award” for

contributions to local history in 2011.

As a middle school history teacher, Doug has inspired thousands of students to

learn about Clarence. Most notably, Doug has carried on the tradition of the

Homespun Project which he participated in by making a log cabin replica as a 7th

grade student. The project has had a great impact on thousands of students, like

myself, who are able to directly connect with the history of Clarence and Western

New York through their research. In his capacity as educator, he has created

many authentic learning experiences for our students- orchestrating field trips,

guest speakers, Woodsrunner’s Day, the History Alive Concerts, acting as

longtime Department Chair and serving on countless committees. Several of

Doug’s students have gone on to become historians and history teachers

themselves.

Doug is also director of the middle school musical. He joined the musical staff

when the production shifted from Variety Shows to full musicals, and next

spring’s show will be his 25th. Although you can argue it is probably closer to his

30th show if you account for the two different casts who performed this year and

last. Hundreds of Clarence students, myself included, have performed on the
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middle school stage under Doug’s leadership. Some have even gone on to

perform professionally.

Nearly 30 years ago, Doug and two coaches in area high schools began

women’s lacrosse in Western New York. It is a little-known fact that Clarence

High School was one of the founding schools. Under his coaching, Clarence was

one of the only Western New York Schools to play in the New York State

Women’s Lacrosse Championship. In 1998, he returned to his alma mater to start

Division 1 Women’s Lacrosse at Canisius College. In 2016, he was inducted as a

member of the Western New York Lacrosse Hall of Fame for his role as a

founding member of Women’s Lacrosse High School in Western New York.

Despite his busy schedule, Doug is always someone willing to jump in and help.

He is truly one of the most selfless people I know and it is an honor to work with

him. Before I conclude, I’d like to thank Heidi Kohler, Doug’s wife for being the

ghost writer for much of my speech tonight. Like Heidi and Doug’s parents who

are here tonight, I am incredibly proud to know him. Doug- you can now add

“inductee to the Clarence High School Wall of Fame” to your countless

achievements. And I’m grateful that I got to be here - in the room where it

happened. Please help me in congratulating my teacher, colleague, and friend,

Mr. Douglas Kohler.


